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DETAILED ACTION 

The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

Claims 1-2 and 5-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Rasanen (US 6,415,527). The claims are reasonably and broadly construed, in light of 
the accompanying specification, to be disclosed in Rasanen as comprising: 

a cylindrical rotatable drum 11 provided with a steam pipe system 12 comprising 
a heat transfer element 17, to be rotated with the drum, the heat transfer element being 
detachable from and mountable on the drum (please see column 4 line 10), whereby 
material to be dried is fed to a first end of the drying apparatus as disclosed on page 4 
lines 4-20 of that reference, the material being arranged to be discharged through a 
second end of the drying apparatus, wherein the heat transfer element is formed as a 
uniform packet of several longitudinal pipes 12a, 12a' arranged in an axial direction of 
the cylindrical rotatable drum and connecting pipes between them in such a way that 
the structure of the heat transfer element is self-supported by a support structure 13, 14 
that is structurally connected to the longitudinal pipes and the support structure and is 
attached to the drum frame with fastening that allows heat expansion (please see 
column 4 line 42 for the heat expansion teaching. Rasanen also discloses the claimed 
feature wherein the heat transfer element is formed as a sector-shaped packet 28 in 
such a way that the heat transfer element several longitudinal pipes at the edges of the 
element and of connecting pipes connecting them together as shown in figure 1 , 
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wherein there is a steam pressure vessel at the end of the drum of the steam drier and 
at least one steam manifold at the end of the heat transfer element, and the steam 
manifold is connected to the steam pressure vessel with a connecting pipe 18 wherein 
the diameter of the steam pressure vessel extends to the area of the heat transfer 
elements as shown in figure 3. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
Claims 3-4 and 7-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Rasanen in view of Asman (US 4,417,661). Rasanen discloses the 
claimed invention as rejected above, except for the claimed abrasion resistant plate and 
protection plate. Asman, another drying apparatus, discloses an abrasion resistant 
plate and protection plate at column 2 line 54 through column 4 line 68. It would have 
been obvious to one skilled in the art to provide the teachings of Rasanen with the 
abrasion resistant plate and protection plate, as disclosed in Asman, for the purpose of 
minimizing wear and damage to a drying apparatus during operations and intended 
uses in the field of drying. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-8 have been considered but are 
not persuasive. 

Applicant's arguments seem to define the invention over the prior art, however it 
is the claimed invention that determines patentability. In this application, the invention 
changed the recited "coupled" to now recite "that is structurally connected." Under the 
current Office practice of reasonably and broadly construing claims over the prior art, in 
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light of tlie specification, botli tliose recitations are patentably the same, such that the 
anticipatory rejections is believed proper and maintained. 

It is suggested that the heat transfer element with a support element fastened in 
a rigid or fixed manner (consistent with the specification meaning), be recited to 
overcome the teachings of the prior art. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Stephen Gravini whose telephone number is 571 272 
4875. The examiner can normally be reached on normal weekday business hours (east 
coast time). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Steven B. McAllister can be reached on 571 272 6785. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 

Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 

published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 

Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 

For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 

you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 

Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 

USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 

system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Stephen Gravini/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3749 



